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"I like scavenger hunts. Our Creator uses
scavenger hunts a lot. Most (if not all, surely)
of what you've learned and discovered in life,
you've absolutely been led to by the Master.
You think you are in control of your own life?
How could you be? Think about it. It's not
even yours. How could it be. You didn't create
it, make it, buy it, start it, and can't sell it. He
can take it back whenever He wants because
it's His. You're just borrowing, stewarding
your life, and you're going to be called to
account on it. You're best to recognize that
and find out the what's and why's."

Christopher J.
Hutchinson Correctional Facility

Prayer Changes Things
Please keep praying. For it is not your strength, but it is God
who is effectively at work in you, both to will and to work in
you; that is strengthening, energizing, and creating in you the
longing and ability to fulfill your purpose for His good
pleasure.
It does not matter to God if you are bond or free. If you
surrender your life to Him (Christ) there is no good thing He
will withhold from you.
He is the God (our Father) of Love, Joy, Peace, Faithfulness,
Longsuffering and Forgiveness.
Jesus Christ will never let you down. Just have faith and
believe.
Ephesians 3:20

‘Now unto him that is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us’
Always Praying for You in Christ Jesus,

Elder Ron Edwards
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The Basic Doctrine of our Faith >>>

The Doctrine of Sin

by Alywin Mitchell, GMI Writer

Any discussion or teaching of Christian doctrine would be incomplete if the Biblical instruction concerning sin were
omitted. I can’t emphasize strongly enough the necessity of understanding God’s interpretation of sin and not man’s
opinion on sin.
Hamartiology is the study of sin. Hamartiology deals with how sin originated, how it affects humanity, and what it will
result in after death. “Hamartiology,” comes from two Greek terms namely, “hamartia” meaning sin, “missing the
mark”. and “logos” meaning study. Simply put together, the word means the study of sin.
That there is sin in the world is not up for debate. Every day there are threats, killings, wars, and rumors of wars, pain,
and sorrow that seem to fill our lives at every turn. So, it only follows that one of the foremost questions posed by the
human mind is, “where did sin come from?”
First, we must establish the fact that there is sin and there are several pieces of evidence of the fact of sin.
Creation declares that there is sin. The contrast between light and darkness, life and death, sorrow and joy, declares
the fact of sin.
Human logic declares that there is sin. To try and deny the fact of sin in the human race would be an affront and an
insult to all logic. Mankind knows that there is something wrong inside himself, which is his conscience. The moment
he does something wrong, he knows it.
Human history declares that there is sin. We can look back over a short period like just the last twenty years and we
can see war and bloodshed, hate crimes, murder, and corruption in governments all over the world showing that
there is sin.
The word of God declares that there is sin. The Bible declares the universality of sin. All men are sinners in the sight of
God. A key Scripture on Hamartiology is Romans 3:23-24, "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus." So, there’s either righteousness or
unrighteousness, and righteousness, perfection, is absolute.
Sin is also described in the Bible as the transgression of the law of God and rebellion against God. The doctrine of sin
and the subject of law are fundamentally connected as evident in the scriptures!
The Law of God is God Himself, and The Law of God is God’s absolute demand on his moral creatures.
Since God is the Creator and our Sovereign King, the Lord God alone has the right and authority to determine what is
right and wrong. God rightfully deserves and demands perfect obedience and loyal love from his moral creatures and
to hold his moral creatures, both human and angelic, accountable to whether they have perfectly obeyed his
commands.
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The Doctrine of Sin cont.
Now that Christ has come, Christians are no longer “under the law” (Mosaic covenant) as a covenant. Instead, we are
under the new covenant. In God’s plan, the Mosaic Law served its purpose, but now in Jesus Christ, it has reached its
end and goal. However, this does not mean that the Mosaic Law can be ignored since it is an authoritative,
commanding part of the Word of God. The New Testament teaches both the replacement and fulfillment of the
Mosaic covenant by the new covenant in Jesus Christ.
The problem is not the Law of God but the person that disobeys it. God is not the author of sin and He does not need
sin to exist, nor to glorify Himself.
Sin is the cause of spiritual death, not God’s Law. God’s Law is unchallengeable, absolute, and mandatory.
The realization of the sinfulness of sin, on how it offends our Holy God, is what He uses to bring sinners to see their
need for salvation. This is the purpose of the Law.
Where did sin come from…the entrance and origin of sin in the universe.
Ezekiel 28:13-15 speaks figuratively of Satan, who was created without flaw, as all things created by God were. He
was created for God’s glory and pleasure. Verse 15 gives us a hint as to the origin of sin: “You were blameless in your
ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you.” Isaiah 14:12-14 further indicates that Satan
(Lucifer) sinned in his pride and his coveting of God’s throne. When he rebelled against God, Satan was ejected from
heaven. Ezekiel 28:15–17
Satan, the originator of sin and identified as the tempter, was able to deceive humanity into disobedience to God and
is the one ultimately responsible for leading humanity into sin. It was jealousy, self-importance, self-love, or to put it
plainly… pride, that rose in his heart because of his beauty and high position. This led to his arrogant aspirations and
his sin and fall. All sin, therefore, must come from the creature, and the desire for evil comes from within the
creature. Sin was “found” in Lucifer because of the choice that he made to seek something other than what God had
chosen for him. Any time we seek anything “other” than God’s will, we sin.
We fall into sin when we forget that we cannot trust that we can contain our fallen nature by our willpower or our
good intentions.
Every person is responsible for their sin. Every sin will lead to eternal condemnation.
The mystery of sin, and why God has allowed its reality with all of the sufferings it causes may never be fully known
and understood in this world, but the unerring and infallible Word of God assures us that sin and evil are temporary.
For this reason, God in His infinite mercy sent His Son to carry the penalty of our sin on Himself. Once the culmination
of God’s redemptive plan is complete, Jesus Christ will have destroyed the devil’s work forever. By faith in Jesus
Christ, we are born again and therefore victorious over sin: “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith”.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life” John 3:16.
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Lyons

The Christ I Don’t See

by LeAnn McGranahan, GMI Writer

Ever since I can remember, Jesus has saved my life. From conception, there are numerous times I know
of, where I should have been dead, but I will save that story for a later time. The last attempt on my life,
the traumatic brain injury in 2014, changed me forever and opened my eyes to who God was calling me
to be. God showed me He had called me at birth to follow His destiny for my life. I was to be a spiritual
warrior using all the Gifts of the Spirit! Once I said, “here I am Lord, use me”, I started seeing in the Spirit,
healing others, teaching and prophetically hearing the word of the Lord on a regular basis.
I have always received words from the Lord. Ironically, I never knew that was what they were. Now I write everything
down and check it against scripture. I never want to miss what He is saying or what He is calling me to do. Every single
one of us have the same gifts but we must be willing to allow God to use us.
On April 1, 2022, at 7:03 a.m., God gave me this word and told me to copywrite it. I thought that was odd, but I was
obedient. Out of the thousands of words he has spoken to me since I started writing them down three years ago, this
is what I was led to submit. It is called, “The Christ I Don’t See”, which was the title God gave it.
“The Christ I don’t see is the Word of God, the Savior, and the Peacemaker. The Christ I don’t see is the King of
Nations, the Lion of Judah, and the Prince of Peace. The Christ I don’t see is a Healer, a Son, and a Friend. The Christ I
don’t see is the Lord of Hosts, commands the weather, and walks on water. The Christ I don’t see is my Redeemer, my
way to Heaven and my authority on this earth. The Christ I don’t see casts out demons, is a Conqueror and a
Waymaker. The Christ I don’t see gives us authority, power, and prosperity in His very name! The Christ I don’t see
heals ALL things, NEVER leaves me and is the ONLY constant source of love in my life. There is so much more to the
Christ I don’t see. So how do I know all this about the Christ I don’t see? Because I walk by faith, am filled with His
Spirit, and use His name with authority. When I do, He is the Christ I can see, the Christ I can feel and the Christ who
died for me. He is my personal Jesus, my Salvation, and my Friend.” *Copyright 2022
I rarely remember what I write until I re-read it. What woke me up, out of a dead sleep, at 7:03 a.m., was the phrase
“The Christ I Don’t See”. I knew immediately that God had something to say! I started writing and in about ten
minutes I had finished. I am marveled by how fast the Spirit of the Lord speaks! It is all I can do to keep up. Often, I
have a hard time reading my own writing once it’s done. It’s like being a spiritual court reporter!
The question I had for God concerning this word was the title. Why did it say we “don’t see” Christ? The answer
surprised me but made perfect sense.
His answer: “As humans we do not feel worthy to see Jesus. Even though I offer my son freely to ALL, our human
nature is to be ashamed as they were in the Garden of Eden. But when we say, ‘here I am Lord, use me’, we activate
everything we need to have that personal relationship with Him. What I want is for everyone to know each of you
“can” see Jesus if you believe in Him, love Him with all your heart, with all your soul and have faith.” That answer
blew me away! It then made perfect sense why it wasn’t titled the Christ I Can’t See. I tried to write that title down
several times but every time I tried to write the word “can’t”, the Holy Spirit would cross it out. God is saying we must
choose to see. It isn’t that we can’t see, we simply don’t take the step to see Him. Why not take a chance to open
yourself to the fact that you are supernatural to God? Have a wild, crazy faith that opens your spirit to all that Jesus is
waiting to share with you! Believe me, I have experienced some miraculous things and I know it is just the beginning. I
look forward to hearing from the Holy Spirit every day! I allow Him to guide me, my words and ask Him for revelation
knowledge about everything in my life.
Take my advice and stand in faith, believe that you are capable of doing everything that Jesus did and more! That’s
what the bible tells us; “greater is He that is in me than He that is in the world.” So, take the leap and ask the Holy
Spirit to be your best friend, get into the word of God and wait for the miraculous!
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The Sovereign Will of God

by Marshelle Lyons, GMI Writer

When thinking about the sovereign will of God, Job 2:10 comes to mind. Please read Job chapter 1 & 2. I
believe that this will give you a good background for this encouraging word of God. Job 2:9-10 says, “Then his
wife said to him, ‘Do you still cling to your integrity and your faith and trust in God, without blaming Him?
Curse God and die!’ But he said to her, ‘You speak as one of the spiritually foolish women speak, [ignorant and
oblivious] to God's will. Shall we indeed accept only good from God and not also accept adversity and
disaster?’" Despite all this Job did not sin with words from his lips. I hear Job speaking about the sovereign will
of God, when he says, "do we only accept the good from God and not the bad?" I have come to realize that
the good and the bad all come from the same God! I am not saying that it is easy or that it feels good when we have to endure
the storms of life. But just as we rejoice in the good times and good things from God's hand, we must learn to rejoice in the bad.
Why? Because God is still with us. He is working it all out for our good and God is sovereign (God does what he wills, because He
knows what is best for us and the best way to bring it about in us for his glory).
As I write to you this word of encouragement, I am experiencing a hard storm in life. However, because I know that God is with
me and for me, it makes it bearable. But know this, sometimes the sovereign will of God will allow our storms to be extended.
However, I see the promise in 1 Peter 5:10 "After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace who imparts His
blessing and favor, who called you to his own eternal glory in Christ, will Himself complete, confirm, strengthen, and establish
you, making you what you ought to be." So, God is making me and you what we ought to be! Glory Hallelujah! We must
understand that Satan has a plan for our lives, just as God has a plan for our lives. And Satan uses the sovereign will of God to
instill doubt into us. Doubt is the resource of everything unaccomplished; unfulfilled dreams - doubt; goals unattained - doubt;
blessings unreceived because of doubt. However, be encouraged.
Three things that come with the sovereign will of God: 1) A divine knowledge of my life Job 34:21 "For God's eyes are on the
ways of a man, and He sees all his steps." 2) A divine testing, just as God tested the children of Israel when they were in the
wilderness to humble them, to prove them, and to know what was in their hearts. God did the same with Job and He will do the
same to us, for His glory! 3) Divine purpose. We have a divine purpose; 2 Cor. 5:21 says it best. "He made Christ who knew no sin
to [Judicially] be sin on our behalf, so that in Him we would become the righteousness of God, that is we would be made
acceptable to Him and placed in a right relationship with Him by His gracious lovingkindness.” Our number one purpose in life is
to live a righteous life for God, because His son Jesus snatched the sin off of our life for God's glory. The end of Job 2:10 says that
Job did not sin with his lips. After all that Job had been through, he did not sin (speak) against God. Proverbs 18:4 "The words of
a man's mouth are like deep waters [copious and difficult to fathom]; The fountain of [mature, godly] wisdom is like a bubbling
stream [sparkling, fresh, pure, and lifegiving]." Proverbs 21:23 "He who guards his mouth and his tongue guards himself from
troubles." James 3:2 says "For we all stumble and sin in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says [never saying
the wrong thing], he is a perfect man [fully developed in character, without serious flaws], able to bridle his whole body and rein
in his entire nature [taming his human faults and weaknesses].”
Be encouraged and embrace the fact that God is sovereign, and Jesus Christ has been given all authority. Matthew 28:18 says,
"Jesus came up and said to the disciples ‘I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth’." Luke 10:17 says “The seventy
returned with joy saying ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name’."
I speak this first to myself and then to you all. I must allow Jesus to be Lord over my heart and not just my Savior. God must
become my (our) unabated God, meaning to have full control over all my [our] life. Romans 10:13 says "For whoever calls on the
name of the Lord [in prayer] will be saved." Jesus Christ is not just our Savior; He must become our Lord! Because as John 14:13
says "And whatsoever you shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son." We must have love
for the Son in obeying his teachings because this is the Sovereign Will of God, and it is all about what the Word of God
commands us to do and say when life is going smooth and when we are in the storms of life. God never leaves us nor forsakes us
(Heb.13;5b). Amen
(All scripture used from the Amplified Version)
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Hope in God Alone

by Harriet Strickland
I have a son who has been in prison for over 28 years and is due to be
released in 11 months. In this last year of his prison journey, he has faced
difficulties and battles that are bent on destroying him. (John 10:10). I’ve
been teaching him that he must place his confident hope in God alone while
in this transition back to society. And God has promised that this hope will
not lead to disappointment. As he grows through these battles and matures
in his walk with God, he will know with confident hope and unwavering trust
that God is with him, and that God’s got his back. This passage of scripture
has kept his head above water, his mind set on things above and his faith in a
God that loves him and will never leave him nor depart from him during
these trials and difficulties.

Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith (Romans 3:28), we have peace with
God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. (Reconciliation). Because of our faith,
Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently
and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials (James 1:2-4), for we know that they help
us develop endurance (Greek hupomeno= constancy, patient waiting), and endurance develops
strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. (The difficulties we
face as Christians only help us to grow. God will use these difficulties you’re facing and the attacks
of the enemy, to develop your character. Use these opportunities of learning to deepen your trust
in God and give you an expectant hope for your future).
And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us because he has
given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. (Romans 5:8 He showed us his GREAT love for
us; an agape love which is the highest level of love; selfless, pure, sacrificial, unconditional. This
agape love is a love of choice. Jesus displayed this kind of love on the cross for you.) (Galatians 4:6;
2 Corinthians 1:22; Philippians 1:20).
My prayer for you is that you will come into the knowledge of His agape love for you, continue in the
faith, endure all things, believe all things, and go deeper with a God whose arms are ever open wide
ready to welcome His child home.
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A Powerful Practical Message from Philippians 4
By Anthony J. Butler: Founder | CEO of The VIP Movement | Multigenerational Speaker | Author | Educational Consultant |

Philippians 4:6-9 is one of my favorite passages in the Bible. The whole book of
Philippians is loaded with great insights!

Philippians 4:6-9 (NLT....New Living Translation) Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about
everything. Tell God what you need and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience
God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds
as you live in Christ Jesus. 8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on
what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that
are excellent and worthy of praise. 9 Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from
me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you
Remember:
1. Don't worry
2. Pray
3. Tell God what you need
4. Thank God for All He Has Done
5. Experience God's peace
6. Fix our thoughts on godly things
7. Put into practice what you learned
8. The Peace of God Will be with you...Everywhere....All the Time...PERIOD!
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Words to Grow By (Linda Lewis)
Struggle Develops Strength
Many of you may have heard the story about the development of a butterfly but if you have not I will share
it with you and if you have, it will serve as a reminder.
Before the caterpillar enters the cocoon, to get from one place to another it has to crawl slowly and
laboriously along the ground or on a blade or twig. Then it spins a cocoon and crawls into it for a while.
When it emerges from the cocoon, it has been totally changed. It has become a butterfly, one of the freest
of God’s creatures. It can soar through the air on beautiful wings. However, to emerge from that cocoon is a
struggle, one that is necessary for the butterfly’s full transformation and development.
I once read about a man who saw a butterfly struggling to emerge from a cocoon. Moved by misplaced
compassion, the man decided to help the poor creature, so he broke open the cocoon and pulled the
developing butterfly out. In just a matter of minutes, the weakened creature curled up and died.
The moral of the story is; if we did not struggle through some things, we would never develop the strength
and stamina we need to survive this world.
So if it appears that you’re struggling with whatever it may be, know beyond a shadow of a doubt, that no
matter what it looks like, no matter what it sounds like and no matter what it feels like right now…God’s got
you, “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace [who imparts His blessing and favor], who
called you to His own eternal glory in Christ, will Himself complete, confirm, strengthen, and establish you
[making you what you ought to be]. 1 Peter 5:10 AMP
Women Empowering Women (Linda Lewis)
A Woman’s Heart
God’s most precious work of art
Is the warmth and love of a woman’s heart.
One of the most beautiful things
In this world is a woman’s heart.
It is fragile yet strong.
Delicate yet resilient.
When a woman gives you her heart,
She gives her most prized possession.
When it is loved, nurtured, cherished, and protected,
She will give you the world.
Ladies, “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” Proverbs 4:23
And never forget that you are God’s Masterpiece! Ephesians 2:10
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Just for Laughs
At our weekly Bible study, the leader asked an elderly gentleman, Walt, to open
the meeting with prayer. Walt did so in a soft voice. Another man, straining to
hear, shouted, “I can’t hear you!” Walt replied, “I wasn’t talking to you.”
A trooper pulls over a priest and immediately smells alcohol on his breath. The
next thing he notices is an empty wine bottle lying on the passenger seat. “Have
you been drinking?” the officer asks. “Just water,” says the priest. “Then why do
I smell wine?” The priest looks at the bottle and shouts, “Good Lord! He’s done it
again!”
I was at the customer-service desk, returning a pair of jeans that was too tight.
“Was anything wrong with them?” the clerk asked. “Yes,” I said. “They hurt my
feelings.
"Singing in the shower is fun until you get soap in your mouth. Then it's a soap
opera."
"What did the janitor say when he jumped out of the closet?" "Supplies!"
What did one plate whisper to the other plate? Dinner is on me.
What are the strongest days of the week? Saturday and Sunday. All the others
are weekdays.
How do you stop a bull from charging? Cancel its credit card.
Where is the first tennis match mentioned in the Bible? When Joseph served in
Pharaoh’s court.
What animal could Noah not trust? The Cheetah
On the Ark, Noah probably got milk from the cows. What did he get from the
ducks? Quackers
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closing words...

We Can’t Be Faded!

2nd Corinthians 4:8-9 NIV
8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair;
9 persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed.

Lonnie Johnson
GMI Executive Director

I want you to know that no matter how hard pressed
you may be in life, you will never be crushed. That is
a promise from God. Just stand your ground, know
that God is working it out, and wait for your relief.
Don’t give up.

Looking back on my BC (Before Christ) days, we had a
saying, “I can’t be faded”. That phrase meant I cannot
be defeated, destroyed, stopped, killed, etc. Of
course, looking back on those days we can see that
was arrogant, misguided, and stupid. We were
probably intoxicated most of the time. However, the
sentiment of it was we were so confident about who
we were; our street smarts; or our affiliation, no one
could stop us from doing whatever we were doing.

I want you to know that, even though life may
perplex us, baffle us, and even confuse us. And you
may wonder, why me? What did I do to deserve this?
You may feel like you just can’t win. This Word tells
us that we are not in despair. That means that we
are not without hope. God is on the other side of
despair waiting to bring joy.

Now that we are saved (and if you are not saved,
write me, and ask me, “How can I be saved?”, this
attitude of great confidence actually has a lot more
validity. Paul shares such confidence with the church
of Corinth in his letter. If you go back a chapter, he
even tells us that our confidence gives us boldness
(2nd Corinthians 3:12). Remember this confidence is
not in ourselves, it is not in our “street smarts” or any
other kind of smarts. It is in the knowledge of who
Christ is and the fact that His Spirt dwells within us.
Paul is telling us we can endure anything. Honestly,
being a Christian means just about anything can
happen to us. It will happen because the enemy will
try to shake you from knowing or being who you are.
He will send tragedy, inconvenience, haters, trials,
sickness, distress, and a host of other negative things
in your life. In Paul’s second letter to Timothy (2nd
Timothy 2:12), he tells us that suffering with Christ
goes along with reigning with Him. But the good thing
is that no matter what we face, “We can’t be faded!”

I want you to know that even when we are
persecuted, mistreated, and abused, we are not
abandoned. God is there with us. Sometimes he
does not intercede because this persecution is
actually the process we need to get to the next
phase of our purpose. I know it sounds crazy and
even cruel, but He knows you can take it because he
built you for it. He literally built you. And when he
did, he had this trial in mind. He has given you
everything you need to be successful (2nd Peter 1:3).
Finally, I want you to know that even when we have
been physically, mentally, emotionally, or spiritually
struck down by people or situations, we are not
destroyed. There is still life in us. This is the new life
given to us when we received the Holy Spirit. This is
the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead and
the same spirit that will raise you from your
situation. No matter how hard life knocks you down,
God can pull you up from it. I know this for a fact. I
am a living example of it.
Bless you all.
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