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The Christ I Don’t See
The Christ I don’t see is the Word of God, the Savior and
the Peacemaker. The Christ I don’t see is the King of
Nations, the Lion of Judah and the Prince of Peace. The
Christ I don’t see is a Healer, a Son and a Friend. The Christ
I don’t see is the Lord of Hosts, commands the weather,
and walks on water. The Christ I don’t see is my Redeemer,
my way to Heaven and my authority on this earth. The
Christ I don’t see casts out demons, is a Conqueror and a
Waymaker. The Christ I don’t see gives us authority,
power, and prosperity in His very name. The Christ I don’t
see heals all things, never leaves me and is the only
constant source of love in my life. There is so much more
to the Christ I don’t see. So how do I know all this about
the Christ I don’t see? Because I walk by faith, am filled
with His Spirit and use His name with authority. When I do,
He is the Christ I can see, the Christ I can feel and the
Christ who died for me. He is my personal Jesus, my
Salvation and my Friend.
Written By: LeAnn McGranahan
Copyright: 2022

1

The Basic Doctrine of our Faith

The Doctrine of The God

by Alywin Mitchell

The Bible does not attempt to prove the existence of God: it declares it! “IN THE BEGINNING GOD…!” The
writers of the Bible simply accepted the fact that God existed, and that was that!
One of the absolute foundational beliefs of the Christian faith and foundational to our understanding of the
Bible is that God exists! You cannot know or receive anything from God unless you believe that He exists. “The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no God.” Psalm 53:1 Man's wisdom is foolishness when it comes to knowing God.
The Bible gives us four basic descriptions of God in His own eternal and essential nature and being.
God is spirit. He is spiritual, rather than physical, and has no material body or form.
God is light. He does not just have light, He is light. This is the majesty and glory of God. As such He is eternal,
immortal, and invisible.
God is love. Love embodies the very heart of God’s nature. God is love! His grace, mercy, kindness, compassion,
goodness, and generosity are given to all His creatures.
God is an all-consuming fire. This represents the holiness of God’s nature. God’s holiness and absolute
righteousness are demonstrated in His judgment against sin.
There are also God’s attributes, the characteristics that make and are attributed only to God and who He is.
God is eternal. He has no beginning or end. He has always been and will always be. Our God exists from eternity to
eternity. Psalm 90:2 says, “Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the
world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.”
God is self-existent. He exists in and from Himself. God is the reason for His own existence. His life is indispensable
and inexhaustible. God is absolutely independent of everything outside of Himself. “I AM THAT I AM” Exodus 3:14
God is immutable. God is unchangeable to His character and His Being. Which means His laws are unchanging and
eternal.
God is omnipotent. Our God is all-powerful. Nothing is impossible for our God. God has the power to do as he will!
God is omniscient. Our God is all-knowing, He knows all things at all times. We cannot tell God anything about
Himself that God did not already know. He has perfect knowledge, perfect understanding, and perfect wisdom.
Omniscience makes God infallible. He is incapable of ever being wrong. That’s why He is qualified to judge all men
at the Great White Throne of judgment! Our God has foreknowledge, He is foreseeing, He is foretelling, and
foreordained.
God is omnipresent. He is present universally and simultaneously in all the universe, always. He is unlimited by
time or space. He is everywhere all the time.
As clearly as the scriptures teach us that God is one, it also clearly teaches us that God is three. Three in
one. The term used in the New Testament is “the Godhead”. The Godhead is divinity, divine nature, and the
essence of God.
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The Basic Doctrine of our Faith

The Doctrine of The God cont.
God the Father. God the Father is God, a distinct person. He is eternal, self-existent, invisible, and immortal.
God the Son. God the Son, Jesus Christ, is a distinct person, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. He is a distinct person made visible by the Incarnation. The Son is to be worshiped as God.
God the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a distinct personality. He is not just an influence in our lives. He is a Divine
person, co-equal, co-eternal with the Father and the Son. In this Trinity, none is before or after the other. None is
first or last. None is greater or less than the other, none is stronger or weaker than the other. The whole three
persons are co-eternal and co-equal.
One of the most amazing things about God is the various names of God. Knowing God as he is named in
scripture allows us to have faith, trust, hope, reliance, and peace through him. Each of the many names of God
describes a different aspect of His nature and character.
God reveals Himself to us through different names in the Bible. No single name can describe to us all that
God is. Each of these names has unlimited importance. However, God is much more than can be named. Whatever
our present need, God is the one who can meet that need, and he reveals himself by one of his many names.
Praying through the names of God is something you can use to call on the name of God for a specific need.
Some of the names of God:
El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty)
El Elyon (The Most High God)
Adonai (Lord, Master)
Yahweh (Lord, Jehovah)
Jehovah Nissi (The Lord My Banner)
Jehovah-Raah (The Lord My Shepherd)
Jehovah Rapha (The Lord That Heals)
Jehovah Shammah (The Lord Is There)
Jehovah Tsidkenu (The Lord Our Righteousness)
Jehovah Mekoddishkem (The Lord Who Sanctifies You)
El Olam (The Everlasting God)
Elohim (God)
Jehovah Jireh (The Lord Will Provide)
Jehovah Shalom (The Lord Is Peace)
Jehovah Sabaoth (The Lord of Hosts)
There is only one co-equal, co-eternal Godhead, who is undivided and inseparable in essence and
character, and in that one essence, there are three co-equal and co-eternal distinctions, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.
“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”
Hebrews 3:1
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You Have a Friend in Me

by Edith Butler

When I think of God, I think of Him as this Majestic Being, an overwhelming Presence, a Being incapable of being contained
in any way, shape, form, or fashion. He is mysterious yet revealing, all-powerful yet merciful and loving yet corrective. Just
when you think you have Him figured out, He reveals another layer of His character.
Perhaps you, like me, think it may be challenging to KNOW GOD; not just what He has and will do in your LIFE, but really
come to KNOW the ESSENCE of Whom God IS. Christ sacrificed his life for mankind so that we could be restored back to
God, so we could have relationship with God. Think about relationships. Relationship is defined as; the way two or more
people regard and behave toward each other, the state of being connected by blood or marriage, an emotional association
between and towards one another, and a close friendship between two people. Those are just a few meanings.
Therefore, since Christ was crucified that you and I would have the opportunity to have a relationship with God, how can we
have a relationship with God and how does having a relationship with God benefit us? Our relationship with God starts with
us surrendering our life to Christ.
Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved”.
Upon this faith confession, we enter into a loving and beneficial relationship with Christ. What I love the most is you can make
this confession in the middle of your mess, and God is waiting to receive us as His children. He doesn’t require any special
location, long speeches, fancy clothing, or level of having things together. He is waiting for YOU. Even if you know Him,
there is room for a deeper relationship with Him. Once in relationship with God, we strengthen that connection by reading The
Bible, praying and meditating, and just really talking to God. YES!!!! You can randomly and casually talk to God as you
would a parent, spouse, or best friend. Tell God about your plans for the day, the goals that have come upon your heart, your
insecurities, your love life or an intentional abstaining, your hurt feelings, your accomplishments, your challenges. TELL HIM
EVERYTHING!
Remember, we need, and He desires that we know Him. That’s how relationships are built. We share and bond over our life.
God wants us to trust Him with it all. Yes, He is all knowing, and He knows the plans He has for your life. Yet, He wants to
discuss those plans with you. He desires to lead you willingly as a participant in His plan for your life. And be excited about
what He has in store for you. He can handle your secret. He can handle deep dark thoughts and fantasies…yep, the ugly stuff.
He knows when you struggle with lack of confidence, the fear of failing, and all types of anger and un-forgiveness. Share it. He
is waiting and willing to listen and speak to you personally on how to overcome!!!
And don’t stop there, tell him THANK YOU. Thank Him for creating you to be kind, generous, humorous, and a little geeky.
He likes hearing how well He specially designed you. There is only one you, and in His eyes, you are absolutely amazing.
Praise Him for His sacrifice, the beauty of His creation, and thank Him for his correction, knowing that you are loved infinitely
because He loves you enough to correct you.
So now that you know how to have a relationship with God, what are the benefits?
Deuteronomy 31:6
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord, your God goes with you, He will never
leave you nor forsake you”.
You and I have the promise, and He is a promise keeper. We have the promise that God is faithful. He will never…never-ever
leave us or forsake us. No matter what life brings, no matter the situation or entanglement, when we create and continually
build a relationship with God, He is there for it all. Whether the mountain top or the valley…God is there, and He cares.
There is NOTHING too hard for God. All things are possible with God. With God leading and guiding our lives we have the
protection, wisdom, blessings, correction, devotion, trust, and most endearing love of God. With God there is no failure. So
be intentional, meaning do this on purpose, walk and talk with God daily. Include Him in your daily walk or drive. Tell him
your challenges. Depend on Him for everything. He is loving and kind, and ever so forgiving. He has strong shoulders, lean
on Him. Even your tears are precious in His sight. He won’t abandon you. He will not lie to you. He is God and God alone,
and you have a friend in Him.
4

How Close Are You To God?

by Deborah Jackson

Spiritual Growth

As we all know Spiritual Growth is a commitment and priority to studying Gods Holy Word. God
created us as whole beings with our minds and hearts linked together to accomplish His plan for our
lives. 2 TIMOTHY: 2:15
Spending Time with God
We have 365 days per year with 24 hours a day and it’s up to us to allocate how much time we want to
spend in growing closer to God. God is so loving that He doesn’t expect the whole 24 hours, but we can
set time out of our schedules to meditate and worship Him for who and what He means to us. We will
have to give an account of how we used our time while here on earth.
Live in the Word
Living in the Word teach us everything we need to know about God. It tells us about the heart and
mind of God as we study and focus on the scriptures. God inspired writers of old to provide the Bible to
enable us to grow spiritually.
Pray in Faith
As we pray and our prayers are not coupled with confidence knowing that God answers prayers, we
are missing the mark. Prayer-based faith is daily prayer that includes worship, confession, supplication,
and celebration to God about our needs or the needs of others.
STUDY TO SHOW THYSELF APPROVED - 2 TIMOTHY 2:15
GOD’S WORD TEACHES US TO PRAY WITHOUT CEASING - 1 THES: 5:17
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Doin’ Life in God’s Redemptive Power

By B. Lionberg, Hutchinson Correctional Facility

In 1984 I began serving two consecutive life sentences in two states. The first is in Kansas, and then upon parole, the
other in Rhode Island. The Kansas Prisoner Review Board has passed me three times for 23.3 years. Gaining freedom
from parole is rather daunting, isn't it?
There was a moment in the beginning when I looked in the mirror and didn't like what I saw. I regretted the person in
the reflection with shame and guilt. It's true that "hurting people hurt people”, because the same level of indifference I
had towards my own pain and behaviors, I inflicted that indifference on others.
I had questions concerning myself: How did I come to the point of committing horrendous crimes with disregard for
human life and property? Who am I really? And how do I navigate this time? Life seemed hopeless, void of purpose or
passion.
But one evening while awaiting trial in the county jail, I accepted Jesus as my Savior. For two months I was in isolation,
allowed one blanket, one sheet, and one shower per week. The face of the cell was covered with iron mesh. I could
barely see the guards who walked by. Then late one night a man stopped and asked me how I was doing. Silhouetted,
speaking in a whisper, he said the only thing that would help me was a relationship with Jesus Christ. He asked me to
get on my knees and pray, repent, and ask Jesus to save me. He told me to request a bible and read it. As quickly as he
spoke, he was gone. Awkwardly, I did as he asked. In the months ahead I did occasionally read the bible and didn’t give
much thought to that night. But it was a decision that would change the direction of my life forever.
I came to learn that life is about relationships and choices. Placing faith in the finished work of Christ on the cross
restores you to a new relationship with Him. I was no longer defined by my past. As I matured in my walk with Jesus He
began to move in my life.
God is interested in persistence, not perfection. Surrendering to Him is the underlying difference, not self-will, or
performance.
There is no exact script for doing time. We are individuals with unique personalities, differing talents, situational
circumstances, issues to resolve, and needs to be addressed. However, you cannot ‘Do Life’ without God. I tried.
I was four to five years into my incarceration when I was awakened by the fact God indeed heard my awkward prayer in
the county jail. He began a good work in me, even though I was not fully aware how Job, the Old Testament character,
was told, “the breath of the almighty gives me life”. Job 33:4 At the moment of salvation God breathes his spirit into
you, becoming a new creation, with the ability to love and serve Him. In essence we gain a new identity of power,
peace, and victory. Read Galatians 2:20. This propels us toward a new legacy. We get another crack at ‘Doin' Life’,
because the promise of every covenant God initiates is one of second chances.
Next to me in the first cell I was assigned in prison population was an "old head" that started his sentence back in the
70's. He took me under his wing and gave me five directives to pursue: Education, Accountability, Correction,
Reflection, and Discipline. His advice has served me well but it's critical to sift everything you do by the word of God.
Hebrews 4:12-13 is good to read for validation of these five directives.
The Apostle Paul says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” Romans 12:2. Transformed minds always result in
transformed lives because God speaks to us with his eternal insight. A mind dedicated to God's truth will produce a life
that can stand the test of time. Thus, what you believe about God manifests itself in the way you live.
My thirty-eight-year journey in prison has provided me with many opportunities for growth. It began with business and
printing trades by day and college classes at night. Over the years I reached out for a support group of mentors and
pastors who visited me. I became involved with organizations learning communication and leadership skills. In spite of
my lengthy sentence God recently opened the door for reentry programming.
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Doing Life in God’s Redemptive Power cont.
In 1996 I was selected to participate in a victim offender reconciliation program. The curriculum consisted of guiding my
desire to make amends, unpack the remorse I felt, and understand the ripple effects of my crimes. The written work
included an apology letter, which was accepted by the victim's family. We each have the responsibility to reconcile in
ways that we can towards the depth and duration of trauma we caused people.
My experiences have led to learning and teaching about belief and value systems that dictate what you believe about
yourself and drive your behaviors. The Prophet Micah tells us, “And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” Micah 6:8. Everyone guilty of crimes and cruelty has a common
thread of selfishness. In God's redefining process, selflessness is His greatest work. It is his will for us, as ambassadors,
to reflect the image of Jesus in word and deed, Colossians 3:23-24.
I have also come to learn that service becomes the most rewarding vocation. When Jesus expresses himself through us,
we freely give our time, talent, and treasure to His redemptive cause.
Living for God doesn't mean you won't experience contention. The enemy will attack your body, wage war against your
mind, and encircle you with negativity. Prison life can be lonely, vile and dangerous. Being reduced to a number, and
stripped of humanity, we are often reminded of how rotten we are within the system and by segments of society.
Those who walk with us spin the prison mentality of holding you back from rising up and overcoming so they can stay
justified in their comfort zone of defeat. They try to "breath" their identity and agenda into you if you allow them.
You may be serving thirty days or thirty years in jail, or some other type of prison, stuck in a dark place of brokenness
and self-condemnation asking yourself: "What's the point of my life?" Don't miss this ... His grace is sufficient for the
uncertainty that surrounds you, 2 Corinthians 2:9-10.
Before Paul became God's apostle, he put Christians in prison and had them beaten, even killed. He was full of venom. I
figured this was the last guy God would ever save. But God chose Paul to show how merciful He is so that anybody
coming after Him would be encouraged. God showed He is willing to reach the lowest and that Jesus Christ will forgive
the worst.
The reality is that God embraces you with tremendous value. Read Psalm 139. He has gone to the greatest of lengths to
provide our "second chance". Paul wrote, “But God who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which we were
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with
Christ and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” Ephesians 2:4-6. The moment I read this all my
searching ended with Him. Don't miss this point either, God has the ultimate agenda, to give you a glorious future and a
hope, Jeremiah 29: 11-14a. He'll strengthen you to overcome the self-reliance that seems to always wreck you, break
the stronghold of abuse, anger, and addiction, and heal the wounds that cause heartache for others and yourself.
We won't receive any free passes because we are in a relationship with Jesus. I still deal with fragments of a life gone
wrong, but because of who I am in Christ, I come to Him with confidence and experience His immeasurable love,
forgiveness, and transforming power, so can you.
The last few years God has given me favor by blessing me with opportunities to work for a multi-million-dollar
embroidery company. I served as a peer leader and co-facilitator for victim impact classes. I write prison-based
devotional messages of truth and inspiration for publication. I share this message because, with God all things are truly
possible, Matthew 19:26.
Destiny is being made in this moment. A well-known author writes, “The words and ways of Jesus are better than all
this world has to offer”. Understanding the value of this is ‘Doin' Life’ in God's Redemptive Power. Praises to Him!
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Motherhood…Through My Son’s Eyes

By Lisa Henry

“Mom, I thought I had lost you. I really thought I had lost you.”
My 21-year-old son said those words to me with tears
streaming down his face, as he sat in the chair across from
me in the living room. I looked at this young man – all 6’3 of
him – and I just wanted to hold him
and shield him from any further unhappiness. Protecting my
son was my potent “superpower” when he was younger.
But now, as I sit here watching him navigate manhood, adulthood, and the instantaneous uncertainties life can
bring, I realize I no longer have this superpower in its original potency.
In this moment of witnessing his tears and grief over almost losing me, I was truly seeing how much I meant to
my son, and how important motherhood is. And I was rejoicing that God allowed me to stay here on the planet
to finish the mothering I started with this young man 21 years ago, when the doctor put him in my arms.
Three months prior, on December 9, 2021, I suffered a brain aneurysm, a stroke and a heart attack. To say that
I’m still here by “the grace of God,” is an understatement. Statistically, Black women in my condition do not
survive a brain aneurysm, let alone a stroke, heart attack AND a brain aneurysm combination. Most days, I’m
just happy and surprised I’m still here among the living.
There are moments I simply can’t wrap my head around the fact that I actually survived and lived to tell about
it, all with a fully functioning mind, and use of all my limbs and senses. I’m a walking miracle. I know it. And my
son knows it.
While I was under sedation and intubation in the hospital for the better part of 30 days, my son got a crash
course in the health care system, doctors, nurses, coordinating visiting hours, long medical words and
processes, power of attorney paperwork and the very real possibility that he would be planning my funeral.
When I got out of the hospital, my son would later tell me that each night after being by my bedside in the
intensive care unit, he would go home, get on the computer, and research the medical words and phrases from
the notes he had taken down from his discussions with the doctors. I raised him well.
He took the initiative to reach out to all of my friends, family, co-workers and my boss, to let them know my
health status. To this day, I still have people approaching me, telling me how proud they are of my son, and
how he handled informing everyone of what had happened to me. I raised him well.
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Motherhood…Through My Son’s Eyes cont.
In an instant, my son was thrown into a world of life or death, emergency and responsibility, the known and the
unknown. And through it all, he rose to the challenges and did what he had to do, for his mother. To this very
day, he apologizes to me for not doing enough. I raised him well.
I am still convalescing at home, and between his master’s degree course work, and his student teaching duties,
my son is keeping a close eye on me, making sure I’m following doctor’s orders, and fussing at me when he
sees me doing too much or moving too fast. He calls me throughout the day to make sure I am alright and that
I’ve taken my medication.
I hear both the fear and relief in his voice when I answer the phone. I wish I could turn back time for him. He is
simply happy I’m still alive.
I’ve always believed in the sacredness and importance of being a good mother. I’ve always taken my role as a
mother seriously, and like any mother, I see areas where I could’ve done better by my son. But having this
aneurysm has shown me motherhood in a whole different light. I see motherhood through my son’s eyes. I see
how he has been listening to me, even when I thought he wasn’t. I see how he has been watching me, when I
didn’t think he was paying attention. I see how he is not afraid to speak directly, confidently and boldly to
medical officials, because he has watched me advocate for him in medical and educational settings.
I see how he takes notes and research words and phrases like clockwork, because he watched me being
unashamed to research something I did not know. I watched him sit by my bedside when I couldn’t even
communicate with him because of the tube down my throat. I heard his reassuring words, through his
uncertainty and fear of losing me. I watched bring a suitcase to the hospital with my clothes, along with a sign
board with letters and numbers I could point to, to help me communicate while I was intubated and could not
speak.
He is a wonderful son, a great human being, and I don’t know how I got so lucky to be his mother. I’m blessed
that even through this medical tragedy, I was able to see the results of my mothering through the actions of my
son.
As I grow stronger and healthier each day, my prayer is to live many more years to watch my son have his own
family. And I can’t wait to tell my grandchildren the hero that their father truly is, and to have them marvel at
all of his wonderful-ness.
We’ve always made it a point to say “I love you” in our home. We say it even more now. We hug more now. We
are more aware of TIME, and how quickly everything can change in an instant. And through it all, I am grateful to
still be alive and to have had the opportunity to see motherhood through the eyes – and actions - of my son.
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Time to Stop Grieving

By Bev Brown

In I Samuel 15, the Lord, through the prophet Samuel, told King Saul that the kingdom would be taken away from
him because of his disobedience. Samuel left Saul and did not see him again until the day of Saul’s death. Although
Samuel knew it was God’s will, he still grieved over Saul. In I Samuel 16:1-3, the Lord rebuked Samuel about
grieving over Saul so long because the Lord was done with Saul.
I can see this applying in our lives. There are times when the Lord tells us he is finished with something in our lives.
It might be a job, ministry, friend, relationship or something else. We tend to get very tied or attached to things,
and often they become a part of our identity. To give them up grieves us.
Grieving is a natural part of the process of letting go, but it is vital that we don’t remain in the grieving stage. When
we do, it robs us of the next thing God has prepared for us.
God was through with Saul and was ready for Samuel to anoint the next king of Israel, David. Before Samuel could
effectively do that, he had to get over the loss of Saul. It’s important to note here that Saul was still reigning king in
the natural, but in God’s eyes David was king, even though David did not come into power until years later.
When we lose or give up something, it’s okay to grieve for a while but we cannot keep looking back with longing.
Remember Lot’s wife. The Lord told Lot and his family to leave the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah before he
destroyed the cities. As they were leaving, Lot’s wife looked back, and she was turned into a pillar of salt. I believe
this happened because she looked back at the cities longingly.
She died, couldn’t go on. That is what happens to us in the spiritual sense if we keep wanting to hang on to things
that God is finished with.
The following is an example from my life.
We moved into a house with many problems. So many things needed to be fixed before we could even enjoy living
there. I longed for my old home where we had none of those issues. I drove by our old street on my way to work
and back. The Lord would not let me drive down that street to look at our old house.
The new house that started out so rough turned into a place where people loved coming. They experienced such
peace there.
I have been blessed with jobs I really liked. Every time I left an old job for a new, I felt a sense of loss. While I was
learning the ropes of the new jobs, I grieved the old jobs. Each new job turned out to be a blessing, but it took a
while.
Is there a person, a relationship, a job – anything - that the Lord has told you it was time to leave? Have you been
grieving about the situation? I encourage you to move on. Stop grieving and embrace the new God has for you.
You will be much happier than if you keep holding on to the old.
God only and always wants the best for you.
©2022 Beverly Brown – All Rights Reserved
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Words to Grow By (Linda Lewis)
A Mother’s Love
A Mother’s love knows no boundaries.
It is timeless.
It is endless.
And it doesn’t matter how many times you’ve messed up,
Nor how many times you’ve broken her heart.
A Mother’s love is reflective of God’s love,
It’s unconditional!

Women Empowering Women (Linda Lewis)
Charm is deceptive,
And beauty is fleeting;
But a woman who fears the Lord
Is to be praised. Proverbs 31:30
God’s most precious work of art
Is the warmth and love
Of a woman’s heart.
YOU are God’s Masterpiece! Ephesians 2:10
Wishing you God’s unending favor,
Kindness and love this
Mother’s Day and Always.
Happy Mother’s Day!
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A Double Portion of Elijah’s Spirit

by Mike Orzechowski

Elijah and Elisha are great prophets in the Old Testament books of Kings during a dark time of Israel when King
Ahab and Queen Jezebel (1-Kings 16:30-31) were worshipping Baal and killing the prophets of the one true God.
For many there is a very blurred line of distinction between Elijah and Elisha. During the Transfiguration of Jesus
(Matthew 17:1-9, Mark 9:2-10, and Luke 9:28-36 and 2-Peter 1:16-21) Peter, James, John and Jesus ascended a
high mountain (most likely Mount Hermon) where Moses and Elijah appeared before them (representing the Law
and the Prophets respectively). If Elisha has a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, why wasn’t Elisha at the
Transfiguration? In many ways, Elijah and Elisha have very similar stories that make for an interesting study. What
does it really mean to have a double portion of Elijah’s Spirit? Who is Elijah? Who is Elisha?
In Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 17:14-20) God defines his intention for Kingship, for the King to rule according to
the law of Moses. The prophets of God were to speak to the King and his people to keep them living to the
commandments and warning them of upcoming judgements when they didn’t (Deuteronomy 18:15-22). Many of
the Kings of Israel permitted some level of polytheism with God as the primary focus and let the people slip in
some other deities such as Baal to infiltrate their religious practice. Baal means ‘Lord’ and was a fertility god
(fertility for children and the crops in the field). King Ahab and Jezebel elevated the worshipping of Baal above the
one true God, so much so that Jezebel was having the prophets of God massacred. God directly confronted this
paganism through his prophet Elijah (first) and continued with his prophet Elisha.
Baal, the fertility god (god with the lower case ‘g’), is also known for controlling the rain and waters, so God (the
one true God with the capitalized ‘G’) showed who was really in control and had his prophet Elijah proclaimed a
drought in the land (1-Kings 17:1) no dew nor rain. A drought from rain was a normal event from time to time,
usually a short timeframe, but no moisture in the air whereby no morning dew was a higher level of drought. The
dew is vital for the survival of the trees and vineyards during the dry summer months. After three years of this
horrendous drought, God let Elijah know to confront King Ahab. A tough time to talk to Ahab when his wife Jezebel
is having all the prophets killed. Elijah called out Ahab on his Baal worship (1-Kings 18:18) and had him set up a
competition between the 450 prophets of Baal along with the 400 prophets of Asherah (who eat at Jezebel’s table)
vs Elijah prophet of the one true God. A showdown at Mount Carmel. They each had a bull to sacrifice on wood
and called to their god to light the wood on fire (1-Kings 18:20-40). The pagan prophets tried and tried but could
not get any action from Baal, however, the one true God lit the bull on fire for Elijah. Elijah won the contest and
had all the Baal and Asherah prophets killed. Then Elijah let Ahab know the rain was on the way, so he better hurry
if he didn’t want to get drenched in it on his way home from the showdown (1-Kings 18:41-46). Jezebel was not
happy to hear the news of her Baal prophet’s execution, so Elijah escaped into the wilderness and hid from her
wrath.
Elijah, (I remember him by the ‘j’ in Elijah, referencing Jesus). Elijah was filled with the spirit of God and one of only
two people on earth (the other being Enoch) to ascend directly into heaven (escaping death) watched by his
protégé Elisha (2-Kings 2:11) and Jesus ascended into heaven after his post resurrection ministry on earth as his
disciples watched (Acts 1:9-11). The prophetic message of Elijah (1-Kings 18:21) and Jesus (Matthew 23:1-39)
called out to the religious leaders to turn back to God. Performing miracles over nature for Elijah to prophesy the
drought (1-Kings 17:1) and the exact end of the drought (1-Kings 18:41-45), Elijah multiplying oil and flour for a
starving widow and her son (1-King 17:14), raising that widow’s son from the dead (1-Kings 17:22). Jesus calmed
the storm (Mark 4:35-41), multiplying bread and fish (John 6:1-15), and raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:3844). Elijah was administered by Angels and spent 40 days in the wilderness (1-Kings 19:5-8), whereby Jesus spent
40 days in the wilderness where the devil tempted him, the devil quoting Psalm 91:11-12 about angels
administering Jesus if he were the son of God.
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A Double Portion of Elijah’s Spirit cont.
Many believe that Elisha (the ‘s’ in Elisha, I remember him by thinking of Second or Son) was a continuation of
Elijah (Elijah 2.0). Many scholars believe that Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit as an upgrade to
continue as Elijah and perform even more miracles. Many other scholars believe (as I do) that the double portion is
essentially language of that time regarding the inheritance of the eldest son to carry on the name and property of
the family (Deuteronomy 21:15-17). In Elisha’s case, it would be the status as a prophet.
God asked Elijah to anoint Elisha to replace him as a prophet and to anoint Hazael King over Syria and Jehu as a
King over Israel (1-Kings 19:16). Elisha became Elijah’s servant and learned from him in observing his prophetic
trade. Elijah was a true profit and had the spirit of God in him. It is telling that Elisha didn’t ask God for a double
portion of God’s spirit but instead Elisha asked Elijah for the double portion (2-Kings 2:9). Nobody controls God, so
why would he think Elijah could pass along God’s spirit to someone else?
Elijah was brought up to heaven in a whirlwind on Chariots of Fire (2-Kings 2:11) and Elisha was granted the spirit
of Elijah. The mantle was literally passed from Elijah to Elisha at that event. Elisha followed the same path as Elijah,
including the completion of Elijah’s commission when he anointed Hazael king of Syria and Jehu King of Israel.
The stories of Elijah and Elisha seem to follow a continuous and similar path. Prophesying Natural Disasters (Elijah
with the Drought (1-Kings 17), and Elisha with a famine (2-Kings 8:1)); Prophesying a Monarchs death (Elijah on the
death of Queen Jezebel (1-Kings 21:23) and Elisha on death of King Ben-ha-dad of Syria (2-Kings 8:9-10)); Raising a
boy from the dead (Elijah a widows son (1-King 17) and Elisha a Shunammites son (2-Kings 4:32-37)); Executing
God’s judgement (Elijah killing the 850 pagan prophets (1-Kings 18:40) and Elisha cursing some children that
mocked him (his bald head) and 42 of the children were killed by a pair of bears (2-Kings 2:23-24)); caring for a
widow (Elijah providing oil and flour (1-Kings 17:7-16) and Elisha filling a widows vessels with oil (2-Kings 4:2-6));
and the mysteries at the end of their prophecy (Elijah ascending to heaven in a whirlwind (2-Kings 2:11) and Elisha,
although dead and buried, but when a dead man was lowered into the sepulcher of Elisha and the corpse touched
Elisha’s bones the corpse sprang back to life (2-Kings 13:20-21)).
It turns out that Elisha’s ministry lasted about twice as long as Elijah’s, and Elisha had about twice as many
recorded miracles as Elijah. Maybe Elisha really did get a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. However, Elijah was
definitely the dominate figure of the two. For example, although Elijah was not part of the Exodus event, he is a
key figure in the Passover Seder celebrating it every year with ‘Elijah’s cup’ and the part of the ceremony of
‘opening the door for Elijah’ (tradition has it that the Seder celebration would be graced by the spirit of Elijah). The
last book of the Old Testament, Malachi (Malachi 4:5-6) predicted Elijah’s return before ‘the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord’ (Moshiach/Jesus). It is not clear if that prediction is an end times second coming or as
Jesus told Peter, James, and John returning from the Transfiguration that Elijah already came again as John the
Baptist (Matthew 17:9-13). In the same way that Elisha received Elijah’s spirit, perhaps John the Baptist received
Elijah’s spirit also.
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Just for Laughs

Q: What did the mother broom say to
the baby broom?

Kendon: Why was the mother firefly so happy?
Bryan: Why?
Kendon: Because her children were all so bright.

A: It’s time to go to sweep!
Q: Why is Mother’s Day before
Father’s Day?
A: So the kids can spend all their
Christmas money on Mom.

Sunday school teacher: Tell me, Johnny. Do you
say prayers before eating?
Johnny: No, ma’am, I don’t have to. My mom’s a
good cook.

Q: What do you call a small mother?
A: A Minimum
Q: What did the Egyptian kid say when
it got lost?

Erin: What did the mother bullet say to the daddy
bullet?
Fran: What?
Erin: “We’re gonna have a BB!”

A: I want my mummy.
Q: How did the Panda open her
Mother’s Day card?

Q: What did the mother rope say to her
child?

A: With her bear hands.

A: “Don’t be knotty.”

Q: What did the mother tomato say to
the baby tomato?

Q: What did the digital clock say to its
mother?

A: Catch Up

A: “Look, Ma! No hands!

Q: What did the momma say to the
foal?

Q: What do you call a mom who can’t
draw?

A: Its pasture your bedtime

A: Tracy.

Q: Why don’t mothers wear watches?

Q: Why did the mother’s day gift arrive
the day after Mother’s Day?

A: There’s a clock on the stove.

A: It was chocoLATE.

Q: What warm drink helps mom relax
on Mother’s Day?

Q: Why did the cookie cry?

A: Calm-omile tea.

A: Because his mother was a wafer so
long!

Q: How do you get the kids to be quiet
on Mother’s Day morning?

Q: Why did the mommy cat want to go
bowling on Mother’s Day?

A: Say mums the word.
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closing words...
The Ultimate Confidence

Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you.

My mother and father didn’t always see things
eye to eye. Mostly because my dad was sort of a
“free spirit” at times. Don’t get me wrong, there
were many happy moments. We went on many
road trips across the country. Me and dad went
to several Royals games. We had family picnics,
and so on. But there were moments where I
would not see dad for a couple of months. My
parents never got married so he didn’t live with
us. When one of them was mad at the other
one, he just stayed away for a while.
Despite that huge gap in the family structure, I
loved my parents. Neither one of them
mistreated me. I had everything I needed that
they could afford, and the one thing they always
seemed to agree on was taking care of the kids.
Having parents that cared and provided for me
gave me a certain level of confidence. If I
needed something I knew one of them would
get it for me. As far back as I can remember,
they were always like that. If there was
something going on at school, I never worried if I
would have the money to participate, and we
were NOT rich by any means.
That’s the kind of confidence we should have in
God. He is our Heavenly Father. He has more
resources than my mom and dad could never
imagine.

Lonnie Johnson
GMI Executive Director

When we are born again into God’s family as sons and
daughters, we are co-heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17 Now if we
are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may
also share in his glory.) When we need something in life, we should
never hesitate to not only ask, but to expect to receive it according to
God’s Word. (1 John 5:14-15 14 Here is what we can be sure of

when we come to God in prayer. If we ask anything in keeping
with what he wants, he hears us. 15 If we know that God hears
what we ask for, we know that we have it.)
Anything in life that we need and even want can be ours, by
faith, according to one of the steps in Matthew 7:7.
1. Ask and it will be given to you: If you are saved and filled
with the Holy Ghost, then you can ask for anything you
need. And it you are wondering if the things you may ask
for are not in line with God’s will, well that’s what the
Holy Spirit is for. If you ask him to line your heart up with
His, then you are on your way to getting what you ask
for.
2. Seek and you shall find: Looking for a wife or husband,
need a job, need a place to live? Start looking. God will
line you up with that which he has put aside just for you.
Sometimes you just can’t ask and wait, you have to get
up and start looking. You have to put in some work. That
is an exercise of your faith. Getting off the couch and
setting out looking for what you know is yours shows
God that you believe it is out there.
3. Knock and the door will be opened to you. Finally, what
you need may be in possession of someone else. You
may have to knock on their door, introduce yourself with
bold confidence and ask for that thing. That may be

16

